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DE A T-H,. vc 


ON Sunday Evening, April 27th, 


1794, I was ſent for to attend E. C. 
in the Locx Hos?7TaAr, at her own 
earneſt deſire. She had been received 
into the Hoſpital a few days before; 
and I underſtocd from the nurſe that 
ſhe apprehended her life was in dan- 
ger. From ſubſequent enquiries I am 
led to beheve that her conſtitution was 
broken by a very long continuance in 
vice. Her age was between thirty 
and forty. I do not recolle the par- 
ticulars of my fir ſt interview, except 


_—_—_ that 


E 4 1 | 
that ſhe appeared ſo much impreſſed 
and brought under ſuch convictions 
of her guilt and danger, that I left 
her with the beſt hopes; which (I 


truſt) have ſince been more than re- 
alized. 


Being engaged in attending other 
wards in the Hoſpital and much occu- 
pied by a variety of buſineſs, and 
imagining that if the ſymptoms con- 
tinued ſo alarming I ſhould be ſent for 
to this woman again ; I omitted to re- 
peat my viſit, till Wedneſday May 21ſt, 
when I was ſummoned to attend her, 
and informed that ſhe had been calling 
for me earnaſtly. But when I came 
about ſix o'clock I found her ſpeech- 
leſs, her extremities cold, her whole 
frame—eſpecially her mouth and 


PN . throat —putrid. I apprehended at firſt 
1 145 mat ſhe was inſenſible; but upon 


Beating to her ſoon found the reverſe: 


and 


I-21 
and bleſſed be God ſhe has through- 
out evidenced a collectedneſs of mind 
and quickneſs of intelligence far be- 
yond what I could have expected. I 
was enabled to preach to her the glad 
tidings of /alvation for the chief of ſin- 
ners through the blood and righteouſneſs 

and power of a merciful and mighty Savi- 
our : and her ſoul appeared to hang 
upon the words, and to drink in the 
joyful ſound. with .avidity, 


I aſked her ſeveral queſtions, to 
which ſhe. anſwered by ſigns more ex- 
preſſive than any language. But when 
I aſked her whether ſhe was unwilling 
to die,—and again whether ſhe was 
defirous to die ?—ſhe declined. making 
any ſign in reply to either enquiry. 
It appeared that the had. ſuch a hope 
in the Saviour as would not allow her 
to be averſe to death; yet without 
that firength of confidence or clearneſs 
of 


of view that would embolden her to 
meet it with joy. In prayer ſhe was 
evidently much engaged: and ſoon 
after prayer was over I was about to 
go; but I perceived (as well as the reſt 
of the women) the moſt viſible unea- 
ſineſs at my leaving her. I therefore 
reſolved to ſtay a little longer. I ob- 
ſerved her hand frequently turned to- 
wards mine, and held out to me as if 
willing to touch me, though afraid. 
J ſoon could not miſtake the motion; 
and though the loathſomeneſs of the 

ſmell and of her general appearance 


| made my proud heart at firſt ſome- 


what reluctant, I allowed her to take 
my hand ; believing that ſhe was a 


Poor fellow ſinner flying for refuge to our 


common SAVIOUR. She graſped it 
with eagerneſs ;—hers was cold and 
moiſt. 1 encouraged and exhorted 
her to look to Jeſus, to hold him faſt, 
and caſt. herfelf upon him for ſalva- 


TT 

tion. Every word ſeemed to reach 
her heart. She exerted herſelf to fit 
up, and ſtruggled much to ſpeak ;, 
which the nurſe and the other women 
obſerved. The nurſe moved her ear 
to her, but ſhe could not articulate... 
I hey ſaid ſhe wanted to ſpeak about 
11 her burial: but ſhe waved her head 
| and ſhook her hands with the moſt 
evident indications of diſſent. Some 

of the women {till inſiſted that it was 

what engaged her mind ; for that ſhe 

had been. ſpeaking about it a few days: 

before : but upon my exhorting her 

not to be concerned about her periſh- 

able body, and telling her that all due 

care would be taken of it, ſhe made 

ſuch ſigns with her head and hands, 
and ſuch a ſound in her throat, as left 

no room to any preſent to doubt her 
meaning— that it was not about her 

earthly tabernacle ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak, 

but. about her immortal ſoul. Pained 

| ——— 
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at finding all her efforts to articulate 
ineffectual, ſhe threw herſelf back 
with an appearance of diſquietude 
and grief, I obſerved to her that we 
partly underſtood her meaning.; and 
that although ſhe could not expreſs to 
me what was in her. mind, yet our 
gracious SAVIOUR could. read it; and 
directed her to pour out her heart be- 
fore HIM. At this ſhe indicated the 
lvelieſt ſatisfaction. I ſpoke much to 
her of the utter inability of men or 

any creatures to teach—to help—or to 
fave her ; of the ſufficiency of CHRIST 
alone; and of the greatneſs—the free- 
dom —and the faithfulneſs of his pro- 
miſes. All this time ſhe held my 
hand; and preſſed it every minute, in 
token of feeling and aſſenting to what 
I faid. At length I left her with dif- 
ficulty, and evident reluctance on her 
part; but with a promiſe of returning 
about nine 0 clock, 


ar 


14 3 1 


At nine I called again ; and found 


her alive, but apparently dozing. I 
therefore deſired the women not to 


diſturb her; and after ſpeaking a few 
words to them upon the awful occa- 


ſion, was about to go: but ſhe ſoon 
ſhewed that ſhe knew my voice; and 
rouſing herſelf, turned (as well as ſhe 
Was able) with. a look of earneſtneſs, 
that plainly ſaid— do not go.“ She 
again ſeized my hand, and evinced as 
much intelligenee- and. feeling as be- 
fore. While I was at prayer, her 
hands were claſped and her, eyes lifted 
up, with an exertion of which I ſhould 
have hardly thought her dying frame 
was capable. I commended her to the 
Lord ; and left the room, ſuppoſing 
that I went. out unperceived : but was 


ſoon called back by. the women, who 
ſaid ſhe was able to articulate F#— is 


A 5 | he 
This I ſcarcely believe; but 0 they 
found it eaſy to interpret the ſound ſhe made, 


. from the 2xprefliveneſs of the figns and manner 
| that accompanied it. 
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he gone ? She ſhewed evident joy at 
my return—caught my hand again— 
and by the preſſure of it ſeemed to 
upbraid me for having left her. I 


-encouraged her with our Lord's decla- 


Tations that HE will © never leave nor 
forſake his people. 


; She at times appeared in much bo- 
dily pain. I aſked her whether her 
mind was at caſe and happy? I aſked 

-her again whether it was wneaſy and 
unhappy ? I repeated both queſtions; 
but ſhe would not make any „in in 
reply to either enquiry. I told her the 
way to get eaſe and comfort in her 
mind was to believe our SaviouR's 
promiſes, and truſt and look to him for 
their accompliſhment. I mentioned 

ſome of them; and aſked her whe- 
2 ther ſhe was caſting herſelf on his 
mercy, his faithfulneſs and power ? 
$2 kd Was a queſtion to which ſhe. could 


reply: 


| . 1 
reply :—ſhe ſeemed to meet it with 
joy, and eagerly made figns in the af- 
firmative—pecularly expreſſive after 
her having declined the former enqui- 


Ties. I now. perceived that her ſoul 
having fled for refuge was © looking to 
the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the ſin of the world; - but with ſuch 


a trembling hope as would not allow 
her to ſignify ſhe was at eaſe. Nor 


can they wonder at this who conſider 
the ſituation of a poor convinced ſinner, 
juſt paſling into the crernal world, and 
but newly awakened to a ſenſe of its 
importance. —It was an awful ſcene; 
and even the poor wretches who were 


in the ward felt it for the time to be 


ſo. They were crowded round the 


bed of their dying ſellow-finner ; and 
anxiouſly watched all her looks and 


motions, which were ſo. ſignificant = 


that they generally anticipated me in 
interpretin g them.— I mentioned one 
. declaration 


. 4 
rn n 
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declaration of our Lord's —{1 think it 
Was that he © came to /eck and to ſave 
that which was 4% )—and added— 
is not that comfortable ? She. leaned 
forward to nod her head, with a look 
and in a manner the moſt declarative 
of a joyful receiving of the word and 
recumbency upon it. IL. then repeated 
the promiſe that thoſe who are brought 
to Jeſus © ſhall never periſh ;—that He 
gives to them. eternal life; and that 
none ſhall pluck them out of His 
hands:”—adding as. before is not 
this comfortable ? She repeated the 
_ :igh with ſuch ſpeechleſs energy, that 
the women Kneeling round her bed 
could not ſuppreſs an exclamation of 
x me joy. 


15 1 Was for * time ſilent, while 
ſhe continued in evident exerciſe of 


ſoul z—all her intellectual powers vi- 


Fgeorous, and all awakened to a ſenſe 


of 


[ 13 ] 
of her ſituation. —She drew my hand 
cloſer to her ſqueezed it and. at 
length lifted it up to claſp it between 
both of hers with an emotion and 
affection that I believe I never ſhall 


forget. The deareſt friend 1 have has 
never manifeſted ſuch tenderneſs of 


. gratitude, as ſeemed at that moment 


to fill her heart almoſt to burſting. 
Poor ſoul ! it was a ſenſation to which 


ſhe had been. before a ſtranger: but 


ſimilar (I. doubt not) to hers who once 


* waſhed our Saviour's feet with her 


tears, and wiped them, with the hairs 
of her head, and kiſſed his feet— 
loving much becauſe much had been 
forgiven her.” (Luke vii. 36—48.)— 
After ſome time pain obliged her to 
let me go. I reminded her of the 


Saviour ſufferings; and the nearneſs 


of the time when He himſelf ſhall 


wipe away tears from off all faces.“ 


She reſumed my hand with a /eeble 


hold, 


ne X02 aac 9 64 WE es „ "owe * 
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hold, for the powers of nature were- 
almoſt exhauſted. She appeared to 
drop aſleep, and I took that opportu- 
nity to diſengage my hand gradually 
from hers; but ſhe percerved what I 
was about, and with a renewed exer- 
tion graſped it as if to ſay— you 
{hall not go. Whenever I inſiſted 
upon the particular terms of any pro- 
miſe which proved it to be given to 
ſinners and open to the vile, the man- 
ner in which ſhe intimated that ſhe 
. felt its force was more ſtriking than 
almoſt any words can deſcribe. In- 
deed I find myſelf ſo inadequate to 
convey a conception of it to thoſe 
who were not witneſſes of the ſcene, 
that I have been almoſt diſcouraged 
from making the attempt.— At length 
- whether ſhe fell into a doze, or was 
too much enfeebled to retain her 
hold of my hand, I found means to 
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flip away ; promiſing to call again 
next morning. 


When I came at 10 O'clock, I 
learned that her ſoul had taken it's 
flight about an hour before. I doubt 
not but I ſhall meet this poor proſtitute 
in glory—a monument (as well as 
myſelf) of redeeming mercy and of 
redeeming power : and that even her 
putrid body that was © ſown in cor- 
ruption,” an awful inſtance of the 
effects of ſin, ſhall be © raiſed in in- 


corruption” —reſcued from the power 5 


of the grave by Him who has con- 
quered death —and diſplayed among 
the ſpoils of victory that ſhall yoo 
his W 


I know the felf-righteous PHARISEE 
will murmur as of old, at finding 

that the Saviour whom we preach {| 
s recaveth ſinners; — that he is © plen- 
teous 


[ 16 ] 
teous in mercy” unto the vile that 
calls upon his name ;” and mighty 
to © ſave unto the uttermoſt” the 
moſt ruined that © flies to him, for 
refuge :”—that there are no ſins of ſo 
deep a dye but his blood can waſh them 
out— no iniquities ſo: ſtrong but they 
may be ſubdued. by his poser. To 
the PHARISEE this GOSPEL will be a 
ſtumbling- block and offence:—to him 
it will be no-“ joyful found,” for it 


proclaims a ſalvation af which he 


does not feel his need, and offers a 
deliverance which he does not de/ire 
to receive. But to the awakened fin- 
ner it is indeed © good tidings of great 
joy —joyful as the news: of, pardon. to 
the condemned criminal, or of liberty to 
the chained captive. And © bleſſed is the 
the owe that KNow the n 
| ſound,” 


EY ] 


I am not ignorant alſo that the 


dee SCRIBE—t00 wile to receive * 


truths of the kingdom of God © 
4 little child”—will here 4 


againſt a deatb-bed repentance. One 
will ſhake his head, and gravely doubt 


it's efficacy. Another will prudently 
ſuggeſt the danger of declaring to the 
people that the ſinner turn when he 
may to the Saviour, ſhall not be caſt 


out. A third more bold will hardily 


maintain that a death-bed- repentance 
can be of no avail, * What, he will 
aſk, can a few tears or prayers do in 


the hour of diſſolving nature towards 


ataning for the guilt, of an I-fpent 
life b. As much, thau. fool! as thy 
well-fpent life can do towards atoning 
for the ſmalleſt of thy ſins—that is 
nothing. And I tell thee, ſinner! 


who truſteſt in the decency of thy 
character and condut—in the num- 
ber and ſtrictneſs of thy dutien—for 
be accept- 
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E 
acceptance that thou muſt repent 
of thy very rigbteouſneſſes, and caſt 
them from thee © as filthy rags and 
fly ſtript and polluted as thou art to 
Jeſus that He may © cleanſe thee 
from all thy filthineſs” and cover 
thee with the robe of righteouſneſs ; 
thou. muſt receive pardon from 
him as a guilty rebel—and as a fallen 
creature, © dead in treſpaſles and 
fins,” muſt be raiſed to ſpiritual life 
by his quickening power ;—or elle, 
with all thy goodneſs and with all 
thy works, thou ſhalt be © found 
naked” at the laſt day, and publi- 
- cans and Harlots ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven before thee.” 


- REPENTANCE is the turning of a 
heart, broken for fin, to GoD the 
SaviouR for deliverance from it. 
They are ſinners and not the righteous: 
whom he © calls to this repentance,” 


and 


1 19 J 

and upon whom he be/tows it. For it 
18 bis gift, which He is © exalted to 
give.“ (Acts v. 31. and 2 Tim. 2, 
25.) His ſpirit it is that © convinces 
of fin” that opens the blind eyes 
awakens the /leeping conſcience—ſab- 
dues the fubborn will—and leads the 
ſinner to © look upon him whom he 
has pierced and to mourn.” In dif- 
penſing this, as well as the other gifts 
that he has © received for the rebelli- 
ous,” he is a SOVEREIGN: He © has 
mercy on whom He vill have mer- - 
cy; and often in his unſearchable 
wiſdom effectually calls the poor 
abandoned profligate, plucked as“ a 
brand from the burning ;” while the 
demure and decent ſinner goes on, care- 
leſs and ſelf-deceived, and“ neglecting 
this great ſalvation,“ till he diſcovers 
its greatneſs too late, by experiencing 
the greatneſs of the wrath from which 
it propoſed deliverance, - HET 


Thoſe 


18 
Thoſe who acknowledge that re- 
| fentance is the SAviouR's gift, freely 
beſtowed by his mercy and effefually 
wrought in the heart by his power, 
cannot deny that even a poor proſtitute 
may repent upon her dying bed. And to 
ſuppoſe that any ſinner, truly turning 
at any moment to the Lord, ſhall not 
be received, is a raſh attempt to make 
God à har :—for He has ſaid — him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe cat. 
out.” — Shall we doubt what He has 
ſpoken? Or what Gon has revealed 
in his word, ſhall we be 700 prudent to 
declare ? 


I know that the teſtimony of Gop's 
mercy to ſinners will be perverted, as 
much as the declarations of his wrath 
againſt ſin are deſpiſed. But ſhall we 
be afraid to preach, the, GosPEL be- 
_ cauſe it proves to ſome © the ſavour 
of death. unto, death?” Or - ſhall, we, 

wainly 


e 


enn. 


3 
vainly chink to make the word of 
Gop more ſafe, by diſguiſing or corrupt. 
ing it? God forbid! © A neceſſity is 
laid upon us, and wo unto us if we 
Preach not the Gos EL!“ —if we 
preach not Jxsvs to ſinners, as the 
only SAviouR for any, and as a N- 
cient SAVIOUR for all. —if we invite 
not thoſe who are farthe/t off, as well 
as thoſe who are mgh, to come to 
JesUs that they may be made the 
children of God, receive the pardon 
of their fins, and an inheritance 
among all them that are ſanctified by 
faith in him: —if we teſtify not his 
willingneſs to receive all who © fly to 
him for refuge,” his faithfulneſs to 
keep them, and his power to ſave them 
unto the uttermoſl,—Thoſe who from 
their hearts believe this report © Hall be 
ſaved;” and thoſe who believe it not 
«* ſhall be damned: but in both © we 
Oy are unto God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, 


| | 
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[ 22 ] 
in chem that are ſaved and in them 
chat periſh. a 


Ty muſt add that to take encouragement 
T9" the mercy off Gob to continue in ſin 
or delay repentance, betrays no leſs a 
perverted judgment than a corrupted 
heart. To refuſe the gift of Gop 

that is offered mow, becauſe it is 

offered freely as a gift or may perhaps 

be offered afterwards —whule it is in- 

gratitude that draws down the wrath 

2 HEAVEN, is folly alſo that excites 
laugh of HELL, 
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